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of works and actions done in a previous world), are arranged and
marshalled into aggregates, first of twos, and then of threes, at
which point they form the visible particles of fire, air, earth, and
water, as well as of what is called mind. Now it is important to
observe that this thing culled mind, is, like the rest, built up
of invisible atoms of mind. It has a definite existence in time
and space, and will only allow one thought at a time to pass
through it to the Soul; and being, besides, only a combination
or aggregate of the original and eternal atoms of mind, it is
decomposable into its elements again, and so is as transient an
existence as any other natural product, coming into being like
all things else, and like them passing away. Now it is these
visible,, tangible, and otherwise sensible masses or aggregates
of fire, air, earth, water, and mind, that, when still further
combined among themselves in different proportions, make up,
according to the Vaiseshika system, the infinite variety and
complexity of the world and of human life. And just as in the
Vedanta System the world of men and things is accounted for
as the result of the refractions of a number of parti-coloured
veils or glass domes of illusion with which the Soul is sur-
rounded, and in the centre of which it sits enshrouded; and as
in the Sankhya System it is these same veils that are transformed
into real substances made up of the same three qualities or
parts, viz., Purity, Passion, and Ignorance ; so in the Vaiseshika
it is again the same, or practically the same, veils or divisions
that appear, but in this case they are composed of infinite
aggregates of atoms, in different forms and stages of combination
and complexity.

Such is the material side of this system. As for the other
side, the Supreme Soul, it is the same as in all the other
Hindoo Systems, that is to say it is infinite, eternal, without
self-consciousness, intelligence, or will, without pain, or
pleasure, or motion, or any other quality whatever except
mere extension. And as for the individual souls of men, they
are represented as each diffused through the infinite space like